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very year, California and many other states brace for wildfire 

season. While about one third of Californians live in especially 

high-risk areas surrounding mountains, foothills, 

or grasslands, wildfire can pose a threat to almost any household.
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A huge part of managing your wildfire risk is preparing well in 
advance and having confidence in your action plan. Just as crucial 
is having the right insurance coverage in place before you need it.

Don’t wait. Prepare your home, workplace, and family now for a 
wildfire event.

Actions you can take today to 
safeguard your home: 

• Defensible space/landscape
- As AIG points out in “Lessons Learned: Smart Landscaping”, 

certain vegetation can smolder or spread fire to your home. 
Clear out dead material and try to keep a bu�er of space 
between vegetation and your home. 

• Exterior considerations
- Consider using non-flammable construction materials for 

decks and patio covers or dual-paned windows to reduce the 
chance of spreading and breakage in a fire.

• Equipment to have on hand
- Keep working fire extinguishers and multiple garden hoses 

on hand in your home and test smoke alarms monthly. 

Create a wildfire action plan 
for your family

• Maintain a list of emergency contact numbers near your phone
• Assemble an emergency supply kit and keep an extra in your car
• Designate an emergency meeting location outside of the 

fire area

• Prepare your pets by having necessities on hand and boarding 
options in mind

Apply the same precautionary measures to your place of 
business and make sure your company’s emergency response 
plan is up to date, and that all responsible parties are informed of 
their role when an emergency strikes. 

What else can you do to prepare?

Taking an inventory of your belongings through video or written 
documentation is a good way to remember what you own in case 
of an emergency. Revisit your homeowner’s policy to make sure 
the cost to replace your home is realistic and reflective of any 
additions or upgrades you’ve made in recent years.

Also check in with your broker and your insurance provider to 
determine if any wildfire prevention and/or response services 
are o�ered and whether you qualify. Some carriers, such as 
Chubb, AIG, and Nationwide have wildfire mitigation specialists 
who will monitor your home, set up precautionary measures, 
and spray your property with fire retardant if faced with present 
danger.

To find out more about your home’s potential risk and whether 
you qualify for additional services o�ered by your insurance 
program, contact your MMA insurance broker.

9,000 wildfires 
burned 1.2 million acres of land and 

10,800 structures in California in 2017, 
lighting up the most catastrophic year 

on record for the state. 

The Tubbs Fire 
killed 22 people and destroyed 

5,636 structures from Calistoga to 
Santa Rosa ripped through suburban 

neighborhoods.

Suburban neighborhoods 
that would seemingly be more protected 
from fire-prone land proves that no area 

is immune from disaster.  

As noted by Nationwide Private Client in a spotlight on exposures, 

https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/10/07/one-year-after-tubbs-fire-coffey-park-coalesces-around-neighborhoods-rebirth/
https://www-604.aig.com/content/dam/aig-apps/america-canada/us-pcg/documents/nonsecure/brochure/smart-landscaping-final.pdf
https://www.chubb.com/eSubscribe/wdsHome.do
https://www-200.aigprivateclient.com/index.php?Page=wildfire-protection-how-it-works
https://www.nationwideprivateclient.com/risk-solutions/wildfire
http://www.mma-west.com/
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Outside:

• Gather up flammable items from exterior of house (e.g. patio 
furniture, children’s toys, doormats, etc.) or place them in 
your pool.

• Turn o� propane tanks. Move propane BBQ appliances away 
from structures.

• Connect garden hoses to outside water valves or spigots for 
use by firefighters. Fill water buckets and place them around 
the house.

• Don’t leave sprinklers on or water running. They can a�ect 

critical water pressure.

• Leave exterior lights on.

• Put emergency supply kit in your vehicle.

• Back your loaded vehicle into the driveway with all doors and 
windows closed. Carry your car keys with you.

• Have a ladder available.

• Seal attic and ground vents with pre-cut plywood or 
commercial seals, if time permits.

• Monitor your property and the wildfire situation. Don’t wait for 
an evacuation order if you feel threatened and need to leave.

                            • Check on neighbors and make sure they
are preparing to evacuate.

Inside:

• Shut all windows and doors, leaving them unlocked.

• Remove flammable window shades, lightweight curtains, 
and close metal shutters.

• Move flammable furniture to the center of the room, away 
from windows and doors.

• Leave lights on so firefighters can see your home under 
smoky conditions.

• Shut o� AC.

• Shut o� gas meter and turn o� pilot lights.

Pre-Evacuation Preparation Steps (keep handy during
  wildfire season) 

Wildfire Emergency Supply Kit Checklist
The Los Angeles Fire Department strongly suggests you put together an emergency supply kit that is easily 
accessible. Here are some items that could be essential in the event of an evacuation:

□ Three-day supply of non-perishable food and three gallons 
of water per person

□ Map marked with at least two evacuation routes

□ Prescriptions or special medications

□ Change of clothing 

□ Close-toed shoes

□ Extra eyeglasses or contact lenses

□ Extra set of car keys, credit cards, or cash

□ First aid kit

□ Flashlight

□ Battery-powered radio and extra batteries

□ Sanitation supplies

□ Copies of important documents (e.g. birth certificates, 
passports, etc.)

□ Pet food and water

□ If time allows – easy-to-carry valuables, family photos, 
personal computer, and chargers


